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Enormous lobbying power….



Massive wins for pesticide lobby in Europe

2021 – Lawmakers agree to halve pesticide use

2023 – EU votes down law for pesticide reduction

2024 – EU elections – a major anti-green landslide?



Borrowing fossil fuel tactics…
1. Funding “Independent” science



2. Creating fear and doubt





3. Forming powerful alliances





4. Promoting industry-friendly solutions

















The trade in banned 
pesticides

Crispin Dowler, co-editor, Unearthed





In 2019 we realised the crisis in nature was being 
under-reported by environmental journalists



Could we report on biodiversity loss in 
the same way investigative journalists 
have reported on climate change?











The UK is probably still Europe’s biggest 
exporter of banned pesticides

● The UK exported seven different banned 
pesticides in 2020: paraquat, diquat, asulam, 
imidacloprid, cyhalothrin, chlorothalonil and 
propiconazole;

● UK-based companies notified exports of 
agricultural products containing those chemicals 
to 20 different countries; most were low- or 
middle-income countries like Brazil, Colombia and 
India, where experts say hazardous pesticide use 
poses the greatest risks;

● The vast bulk of the notified exports were 
shipments of paraquat by the agrochemical giant 
Syngenta. Paraquat has caused tens of 
thousands of poisoning deaths, and has been 
linked to Parkinson’s disease in farmers



Neonicotinoids have become one of Europe’s most 
significant banned pesticide exports…



…even though Europe considers neonics so 
dangerous it is banning the import of foods 
grown with them



The exposure of Europe’s trade in banned pesticides has had 
some impact…



But attempts to ban these exports have faced 
intense lobbying pressure from the chemicals 
industry
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