
And what about the farms?
The LWA/Growing Communities’ 

Horticulture Campaign



Aim: To convince Government of the value of our 
vision for localised fruit and vegetable production 

so that they invest in making it a reality.

Indicators of success  would include:

⚫ 1% of imported F&V replaced with fresh produce, 

grown locally to organic standards within 5 years 

time, 10% with 10 years time. 

⚫ A decentralised, value-based and integrated 

production, distribution and training system in 

every UK city within ten years time.

⚫ Horticultural employment rewarded with decent 

pay, employment benefits and secure access to 



Areas of Action

⚫ Food zones modelling

⚫ Lobbying and policy work

⚫ New Entrant’s Support

⚫ Overcoming planning barriers



Food Zones Modelling



Lobbying and Policy Work

⚫ Fruit & Vegetable 
Alliance 

⚫ Edible Horticulture 
Round Table

⚫ Defra study tours
⚫ Environmental 

Land Management 
Scheme 



Planning Barriers

⚫ “Planning battles” 
stressful and expensive

⚫ Lack of understanding of 
needs and viability of 
growers

⚫ Continuing Professional 
Development training for 
planners

⚫ Growing in the Green 
Belt



New Entrant Support
⚫ Accredited 

Training courses
⚫ Trainee’s Network
⚫ Farm Start 

Network
⚫ Mentors
⚫ Farmer to farmer 

training 
⚫ Capital grants
⚫ Horticulture 

Renewal 
Programme



A Glowing Future for 
Growers?

Better Food Traders 
& short supply 
chains  

Organic horticulture 
of all scales 
provides a viable 
livelihood

UK young people 
see organic 
horticulture as an 


