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joined Cotswold Seeds 30 years ago, 
developing the business with a focus on the 
role of providing a bridge between farmers 
and the scientifi c community. Cotswold 
Seeds has built its reputation on developing 
complex seed mixtures and providing a 
personal service to its customers, 10,000 
UK farmers and landowners. It recently 
purchased Honeydale Farm for trialing new 
farming methods and has been increasingly 
involved in scientifi c research projects 
including LegumePlus which explored the 
benefi ts of legumes, and SARIC which is 
testing biodiverse forages.

Graeme Willis
Graeme, a senior rural 
policy campaigner at CPRE, 
specialises in food and 
farming. He managed CPRE’s 
Mapping Local Food Webs project which 
researched local food networks nationally 
from 2007-2012 and wrote CPRE’s New 
Model Farming: resilience through diversity 
report, published in August 2016. Graeme 
previously taught at Sunderland, Anglia 
Ruskin and Essex Universities and comes 
from a Cheshire farming family.

David Wilson
David has been Farm Manager 
at the Duchy Home Farm since 
it was established in 1985. The 
1,900 acre organic farm is used 
to demonstrate organic production methods 
as a commercial farm and through research 
projects. David is a Trustee of the Organic 
Research Centre, an Honorary Life member 
of the Soil Association, a member of the 
RAU School of Agriculture Advisory Board 
and of the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust Farming 
Committee.

Jonathan Wittenberg
Jonathan was born in Glasgow 
to a German Jewish refugee 
family. He was appointed Rabbi 
of the New North London 
Masorti Synagogue in 1987 and Senior 
Rabbi of Masorti Judiasm UK in 2008. His 
interests include pastoral work, interfaith 
understanding, the environment, Jewish 
history, and poetry. He teaches, writes and 
speaks widely including on Radio 4’s Prayer 
for the Day.

Martin Wolfe
Martin became a plant 
pathologist at the Plant 
Breeding Institute, Cambridge 
(1960-88), before taking 
the Chair of Plant Pathology at the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich. 
Since 1997, he has been developing 

Wakelyns Agroforestry in Su� olk, and is 
Principal Scientifi c Adviser to the Organic 
Research Centre.
@OrgResCent

Helen Woodcock
Helen is one of the founding 
members of Greater 
Manchester’s Kindling Trust 
and Manchester Veg People. 
Kindling is working to create a fairer and 
more sustainable food system through a 
number of initiatives aiming to support 
organic food producers and make local 
organic food accessible to all.
@kindlingtrust

Dee Woods
Dee is a community action-
ist, urban grower and edible 
educator who runs Granville 
community Kitchen in Kilburn. 
She is London Slow Food Ambassador 
2016 and the 2016 BBC Food and Farming 
Awards Cook of the Year.

Lawrence Woodward
Lawrence is a co-founder / 
former Director of the Organic 
Research Centre, and was 
awarded an OBE in 2001 for 
his pivotal role in the strategic and practical 
development of the organic sector in the 
UK. He oversees the website Citizens 
Concerned About GM and sits on the 
Board of GM Freeze.
@LawWoodward

Rebecca Wrigley 
Rebecca is one of the founders 
of Rewilding Britain and has 
just taken over as maternity 
cover for the Director. She 
has worked in the voluntary and public 
sectors for 23 years, with 15 years at a 
senior management level. During this 
time she has developed, managed and 
implemented conservation and community 
development programmes at local, national 
and international levels in the UK, Mexico, 
Uganda and New Zealand. Her particular 
expertise is in engaging local communities 
in decision-making about the land and its 
resources.

Richard Young
Richard is Policy Director for 
the Sustainable Food Trust, 
having formerly been Chairman 
of the Soil Association’s 
Symbol Committee and editor of the 
journal New Farmer and Grower. He has 
studied and written on many agricultural 
issues including the overuse of antibiotics 

in agriculture, bovine tuberculosis, and 
greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture.
@SusFoodTrust
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At lunchtime on both days, choose your lunch from several di� erent caterers located in the Main Hall and Assembly Room. 
These caterers have all been selected for using local and organic produce wherever possible.

This year we have Will’s Deli: organic salad bar with plenty of vegetarian and vegan options; Wa! Cuisine: organic vegetarian and 
vegan curry with a cause - feeding children in poverty; Ellie’s Kitchen: Greek savoury and sweet pies - authentically traditional, 
homemade, seasonal and organic and The Oxford Food Company: sandwiches with ethically-sourced meat and vegetarian fi llings. 

EVENING ENTERTAINMENT

The Oxford Real Farming Conference 
isn’t just about farming… it’s also a 
celebration of the farming community! 
We invite you to join us on the evening 
of Wednesday 4th January at various 
venues across the city.

17:00-18:15, BAR OPENS
MAIN HALL
We will be serving a range of alcoholic 
and soft drinks, including real ale and 
English wines. Buy your drink for the 
evening sessions, or to take into the 
evening reception.

18:30-20:30, GOOD FOOD 
OXFORD EVENING RECEPTION
MAIN HALL
Local chef Will Pouget, of the Vaults & 
Garden Cafe, Will’s Deli and Alphabar, 
will be providing canapés and bowl food 
alongside a glass of English wine, with 
a bar provided. Hosted by Good Food 
Oxford, lamb is supplied by Sheepdrove 
Organic Farm, pasture-fed beef supplied 
by Hornton Grounds, vegetables 
supplied by Worton Organic Garden and 
Sandy Lane Farm.
Please note — the evening reception is 
not included with the standard delegate 
ticket. Please ask at the registration desk 
if you would like to be notifi ed of any 
returns.

LUNCHES AND REFRESHMENTS

20:00–23:00, STOMPIN’ DAVE 
JOINS THE LAND WORKERS’ 
ALLIANCE
ST ALDATE’S TAVERN
Dave performs bluegrass, blues, country, 
folk, rock n roll, old-time, and more. For 
the LWA, he’ll be appearing in a trio, 
accompanied by banjo and double bass. 
Free and welcome to all! Bring your 
stomping shoes.

21:00–23:00, THE PASTURE-
FED LIVESTOCK ASSOCIATION 
‘OPEN HOUSE’ THE TURL STREET 
KITCHEN
Spend some time in the Pasture-Fed 
Livestock Association’s living room for 
the evening, upstairs at the Turl Street 
Kitchen. Come along to meet, mingle, 
chat PFLA or wind down from the day. 
If you have a meal before, you can claim 
15% o�  the cost of your food.

NETWORKING

Save time for networking! There will be 
networking opportunities in the breaks 
and during the lunches, as well as a 
series of information-sharing boards in 
the Main Hall for linking people up with 
each other both during and after the 
conference.

EXHIBITORS

Sheepdrove Organic Farm and Trust  
Sheepdrove has 2500 acres at the 
forefront of organic and sustainable 

agriculture. The farm also has 
conference and accommodation facilities 
on site, with a restaurant producing 
seasonal cuisine. Our meat produce 
is sold through our butcher’s shop in 
Maida Vale, London.The trust supports 
initiatives which increase sustainability, 
biodiversity and organic farming, and 
supports research into organic seed 
production and nutrition. The trust also 
supports specifi c work in educational 
research and spiritual care for the living 
and the dying.  www.sheepdrove.com
 
Compassion in World Farming is a 
leading farm animal welfare charity 
founded almost 50 years ago by a British 
farmer who became highly concerned by 
the development of factory farming.
During the half century since it was 
founded, Compassion has made a 
signifi cant contribution to animal 
welfare. In addition, Compassion in 
World Farming’s Food Business team is 
working with some of the world’s biggest 
food companies to encourage them to 
develop a more ethical and sustainable 
food supply and 342 million animals 
are set to benefi t each year as a result 
of Compassion’s “Good Farm Animal 
Welfare Awards” winners’ policies.
www.ciwf.org.uk
 
The Soil Association was formed in 1946 
to pioneer a better world – one where 
we can all eat, farm and live healthily and 
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sustainably. Today we’re still dedicated 
to making positive change happen. We’re 
farming and growing, buying, cooking 
and eating. We’re campaigning and 
researching. We’re running innovative 
programmes that prove the case for 
change. And we’re inspiring millions of 
people to take their own step towards a 
better world.
www.soilassociation.org
 
Innovative Farmers is a not-for-profi t 
network giving farmers research support 
and funding on their own terms.
If you have an idea that could make your 
business more sustainable, you can get 
support and up to £10,000 in research 
funding to test it out. You can set up 
your own ‘fi eld lab’ with a group of like-
minded farmers or, if you’re interested 
in one of the existing topics, you can join 
and work together.
Come and talk to us about your idea, 
plus get the latest on fi eld labs including 
compost tea, creeping thistle and 
antibiotic reduction.
www.innovativefarmers.org
 
The Land Workers’ Alliance (LWA) 
is a producer-led union of small-scale 
and family farmers who use sustainable 
methods to produce food, fi bre and 
fuel. The LWA is an o�  cial member 
organisation of La Via Campesina which 
represents over 200 million small-scale 
farmers around the world. We promote 
the role that our members play in 
providing food security, environmental 
stewardship, livelihoods, strong 
communities, animal welfare and high-
quality a� ordable food. We also lobby 
on behalf of our membership for public 
policies and programmes to support a 
transition towards a food system based 
on agroecology and food sovereignty.
www.landworkersalliance.org.uk
 

The Pasture-Fed Livestock Association 
(PFLA) is a growing group of British 
farmers and other interested parties who 
own the ‘Pasture for Life’ certifi cation 
mark which is used to certify its 
members who are producing 100% 
grass-fed beef and lamb, which is highly 
sought after by consumers for its health 
benefi ts and environmental credentials.  
Find out more at:
www.pastureforlife.org
 
Advanced Training Partnership (ATP) 
Pasture is the advanced training 
programme for sustainable and e�  cient 
food production. The aim of ATP-
Pasture is to provide access to cutting-
edge research fi ndings and give clear 
overviews of relevant topics to pasture-
based agriculture. Flexible post-graduate 
distance learning.
www.atp-pasture.org.uk
 
Biodynamic Association
www.biodynamic.org.uk

Biodynamic Land Trust
www.biodynamiclandtrust.org.uk
The biodynamic movement is the 
only global organic standard operating 
today. Based on an integrated holistic 
cultural, economic and political (small 
“p”) perspective, it has the potential 
to stimulate cooperative activity that 
will in turn generate whole system 
sustainability. We are modelling a 
new way of working together and 
charting a roadmap for the practical 
implementation of an agrarian 
enlightenment that has the potential to 
enable people to create the world they 
want to live in. It o� ers an opportunity 
for rural renaissance built on long-term 
economic security.
 

Back for another year, the Blackwell’s 
book stall will once again stock the 
recommended food and farming books 
relevant to the conference, including 
many written by this year’s speakers and 
delegates. For learning, for life.
www.blackwells.co.uk
 
The Centre for Agroecology, Water 
and Resilience (CAWR), at Coventry 
University, drives innovative, trans-
disciplinary research on the development 
of resilient food and water systems in 
the UK and internationally, where we 
put peoples’ knowledge fi rst and seek 
paradigm shifting and transformatory 
change in our food and farming 
systems. Based in the centre of organic 
gardens just south of Coventry, we are 
a 50-strong research team of natural 
and social scientists, enriched by 30 
PhD students on our in-house Doctoral 
Training Programme, and we also run 
an innovative MSc on Agroecology and 
Food Security.
www.coventry.ac.uk/research/areas-of-
research/agroecology-water-resilience
 
For 40 years, Cotswold Seeds has 
built a reputation for developing 
complex grass seed mixtures, leading 
the way in promoting a diverse system 
of sustainable farming. Customers 
number over 10,000 UK farmers and 
landowners, who turn to the company’s 
technical advisors for advice and bespoke 
seed mixtures to suit the particular 
needs of their farm. Cotswold Seeds also 
owns Honeydale Farm, 100 acres in the 
Cotswolds, where it is showcasing the 
concept of New Mixed Farming.
www.cotswoldseeds.com
 
Growing Together is a UK wide 
partnership of community and 
environmental sector organisations that 
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works to unlock income, land and skills 
for community growing groups, helping 
them become fi nancially self-sustaining.
Funded by the Big Lottery, we hothouse 
innovative ways for local community 
growing groups to generate income. 
We o� er tailored support to provide 
community growing initiatives with the 
confi dence, skills and knowledge they 
need to move from reliance on grants to 
a balanced income model.
www.growingtogether.community
 
Indie Farmer is an online magazine that 
celebrates the small-scale producers 
and growers that are redefi ning tradition 
and exploring new ways to farm and 
produce real food. We share inspirational 
stories about the real farming movement 
and give a voice to those dedicated to 
making better, healthier, and safer food 
in the UK and beyond. We also highlight 
the ethical, political and environmental 
issues connected to modern farming and 
food production.
www.indiefarmer.com
 
The Land is written by and for people 
who believe that the roots of justice, 
freedom, social security and democracy 
lie not so much in access to money, or to 
the ballot box, as in access to land and its 
resources.
www.thelandmagazine.org.uk
 
The Organic Research Centre (ORC) is 
the UK’s leading independent research 
centre for the development of organic 
and agroecological food production and 
land management solutions to key global 
issues including climate change, soil 
and biodiversity conservation, and food 
security. Established in 1980 by David 
Astor, the Progressive Farming Trust 
Ltd., ORC’s parent educational charity, 

has continued to pursue the visionary 
sustainability goals of its founders.
www.organicresearchcentre.com
 
Permaculture – practical solutions 
beyond sustainability; is a bestselling 
international green/environmental 
magazine. Its 88 pages are packed with 
inspiring articles written by leading 
experts alongside the readers’ own tips 
and solutions.
Published quarterly, this pioneering 
magazine is full of money saving ideas 
for your home, garden and community. 
It features thought provoking articles on 
a variety of relevant topics, and is also 
full of reviews of the latest books, dvds, 
tools and products, details of courses 
and access to contacts who will help you 
achieve your own goals and dreams.
www.permaculture.co.uk

Scot’s Timothy Seed Growers’ 
Association. Timothy Hay is the most 
historic hay varieties around but yet 
the production of the Scot’s Timothy 
variety is rapidly decreasing close to the 
point of extinction.  Scot’s Timothy is a 
landrace variety that needs promotion 
to prevent the loss of this sub-species all 
together.  It is also important to increase 
its production in order to encourage the 
biodiversity of the crops used by the 
agricultural community.
www.grassseed.co.uk
 
Stir to Action is a community 
organisation that publishes a quarterly 
magazine (STIR), runs workshop 
programmes and short courses, produces 
how-to resources for setting up co-
operatives and community enterprises, 
commissions original artwork and 
facilitates social economy start-ups. 
STIR magazine explores community 
ownership, co-operatives, post-growth 

economics, food sovereignty, alternative 
fi nance, law and social change, open 
data, cultural activism, peer-to-peer 
production, and the future of work.
www.stirtoaction.com
 
At Triodos Bank, we’re experts at 
fi nancing sustainable farming practices. 
We work with farmers to fund working 
capital and term loan requirements 
whether for conversion to organic, 
refi nancing or investment in growth, 
renewables and diversifi cation. We 
fi nance the entire organic food chain, 
from producers and processors to 
retailers and restaurants.
We o� er bespoke fi nance to meet 
your specifi c needs and have a strong 
understanding of the dynamics of the 
organic farming sector.
www.triodos.co.uk
 
The Woodland Trust is the country’s 
largest woodland conservation charity. 
We believe life is better with trees. Our 
woodland creation advisors have years of 
experience advising landowners on the 
benefi t of trees. We provide subsidised 
trees and independent advice and 
support to farmers interested in planting 
trees. To fi nd out more about how we 
can help you to plant trees on your farm: 
call 0330 333 5303 or email plant@
woodlandtrust.org.uk
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/farming

CONTACT
Keep in touch during and after the 
conference! Tweet @ORFC use the 
hashtag #ORFC17 and sign up to our 
mailing list at orfc.org.uk
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OXFORD TOWN HALL FLOOR PLAN
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MAIN HALL ASSEMBLY 
ROOM OLD LIBRARY COUNCIL 

CHAMBER LONG ROOM ST ALDATES 
ROOM

9:00 
- 

10:00

Is organic really 
healthier? 

Organic and low-
input farming, 

food quality and 
health

Nurturing nature 
within farming Do you dig it? 

130 years old 
and splendid: 

crofting‘s  
contributions  to 
new generations 

of farmers

Building 
resilience: 
addressing 

challenges in the 
food and farming 

system?

Land for what 
and land for who

10:00
- 

10:30
BREAK

10:30 
- 

11:30

Farming fi t for 
the future

Real food from 
real farmers

Farming outside 
the CAP – 

Perspectives on 
British farming 

after brexit

Heritage cereals: 
historic crops 

for a more 
sustainable 

future

Scaling up 
permaculture to 

farm scale

Understanding 
fats

11:30 
- 

12:00
BREAK

12:00 
- 

13:00

The importance 
of being radical

Companion 
cropping

Hear from fellow 
farmers: tech 
and tools for a 
resilient farm

How low can you 
go?  Can a neonic 

ban prompt 
innovation 
in reducing 

insecticide use?  

The future of 
livestock farming 

post Brexit

Agroecology:  
how do we 

measure its social 
impact?

13:00 
- 

14:15
LUNCH SOAP BOX OPEN SPACE

The latest on 
synthetic biology, 
the new genetic 

engineering 
breeding

techniques, and 
gene drives

Roundtable 
and workshop 
on next steps 
in a creating a 
people’s food 

policy

14:30
 - 

15:30

Using social 
and ecological 

systems theory 
to build resilient 

local food 
systems

Changing diets 
- improving the 
nation’s pulse 

rate

The breadline 
- exploring the 
politics of Food 

Pricing

Using 
agroecology to 
enhance arable 

production

Farming and 
metaphysics

Needing funds? 
Tired of having 

grant applications 
turned down? 
Could social 

investment be 
right for you?

15:30 
- 

16:00
BREAK

16:00 
- 

17:00

CLOSING 
PLENARY: 

WHERE DO 
WE GO FROM 

HERE?

DAY 2: 5TH JANUARY 2016



Venue for all conference sessions 
and Wednesday’s evening meal 

hosted by Good Food Oxford

Pub open all day. Evening 
events hosted by the Land 

Workers’ 


